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MASONRY IN ACTION

Pilot Lodge #367 couldn't wait to support the
Elgin Middle School's Winter Wishes program
again. The EMS program was created,
developed, and implemented by their student
council in an effort to help underprivileged
classmates have cold weather coats and shoes for
winter. It quickly became a charitable program
where each student gets two wishes - one for the
community and one for a fellow classmate. It
could be for new shoes and coats to bigger items
like special glasses for colorblind students. The
program is entirely run by the students, from
collecting the wishes and choosing the gifts to
maintaining and planning a budget. Their
program has sent student assignments to kings of
other countries, provided Christmas presents to
children who otherwise would receive nothing
and of course, winter coats for those in need. This
gift will help these students make a merry and
bright holiday for many of their fellow classmates
while instilling the concepts of charity and
empathy into students. Congratulations to both
the Elgin Middle School Winter Wishes program
and Pilot Lodge #367 for the Masonry in Action
Award.

Pilot Lodge #367 is helping older adults live
fulfilling, active lives by supporting the Elgin
Community Center. They are awarding $2,500 to
contribute to programs run by the center. The
ECC provides a creative living environment for
the elderly members of the community. Recently
they have been able to expand their operations
through fundraising and community support.
These programs include providing nutritious meals,
meals on wheels, free tax services, and senior
wellness programs. With a focus on health and
social services the center also provides peer
counseling and rides to doctor’s appointments. In
2019, Pilot Lodge not only raised funds for the
senior center but held a food drive for their
holiday meals for seniors. Pilot Lodge also broke a
lodge record by raising over $35,000 for their
local charities. We are so proud of their stellar
community record and congratulate them on
winning the 2020 Masonry in Action Award.

The secret of Masonry, like the secret of life,
can be known only by those who seek it,
serve it, live it.
- William Howard Taft

Elgin Nutrition Center
Pilot L odge #367

Elgin School District Winter Wishes
Pilot L odge #367



Members of Owasso Lodge #545 demonstrated
their commitment to fraternal charity by partnering
with the Owasso Fraternal Order of Police and Cops
for Kids to provide funding for community
programming. The lodge is an active supporter of
disadvantaged children and disbursed over $25,000
in charitable funds in the Owasso area during 2019.
The lodge requested that its $5,000 Masonry in
Action Award funds be presented to Cops for Kids,
which provides programs such as Shop with a Cop
and Trunk or Treat. “Our goal is to build good
relationships with kids in the community,” said Travis
Sellers, president of the Fraternal Order of Police and
Cops for Kids, “With the funds provided by Owasso
Lodge we can continue programs to build strong
foundations in our community.” Owasso #545
recognized their dedication to local youth, making
Cops for Kids an obvious program to support.
Owasso #545 and Owasso FOP have partnered
with Cops for Kids to host the Masonic Youth Fishing
Day. Cops for Kids also hosts Shop with a Cop, a
program that provides an opportunity for needy
children to shop for essentials with an officer. Owasso
Lodge has won the Masonry in Action award for
four years running and we applaud their dedication
to community and fraternity.

At the Masonic Charity Foundation it is
imperative for us to support our troops and
returning veterans. That is why we support the
YMCA Military Welcome Center at Will Rogers
Airport. The Welcome Center offers a restful and
relaxing atmosphere for traveling military
members from all branches, active or retired. The
center provides refreshment, internet access, long-
distance phone service, stamps/stationery, games
and hi-definition satellite TV. Grand Master, Bob
Peters, and Executive Director, John Logan,
presented a $10,000 grant to Kelly Kay, Paul
Urquhart and Troy Zeigler with the YMCA.
These funds will help provide updates to the
Welcome Center. To learn  more about the
Welcome Center or the YMCA please visit their
website at www.ymcaokc.org/community.

MASONRY IN ACTION

Freemasonry embraces the highest
moral laws and will bear the test of
any system of philosophy ever
promulgated for the uplift of man.

- General Douglas MacArthur

Owasso Fraternal Order of Police
Cops for Kids Program

Owasso Lodge

YMCA Military Welcome Center



RECENT PRESENTATIONS

Dale K. Graham Veterans Foundation
The Dale K. Graham Veterans Foundation was
awarded a $25,000 grant from the Masonic
Charity Foundation of Oklahoma to provide
support for programs that help veterans and their
families in addition to operating costs. Dale
Graham’s mission is to serve military veterans and
their families by focusing on sharing their collective
knowledge and experience to help with the
Veterans Administration claims process. The
Foundation also provides onsite mental health
counselors from the veteran’s centers, legal aid
representatives, and assistance and guidance when
a temporary source of food, rent, utilities, shelter or
transportation to and from medical facilities is
necessary for veterans and their families. All services
at the Foundation are provided free of charge.
Danielle Ezell, Executive Director for Dale K.
Graham Veterans Foundation, said, “It is a complete
honor to accept this gift from the Masonic Charity
Foundation of Oklahoma due to the fact that our
missions are parallel in the goal of giving back to
America’s Heroes. This gift will provide so many
with the opportunity to heal and be appreciated.”
The Masonic Charity Foundation of Oklahoma is
proud to provide continued support to our
Oklahoma veterans. On behalf of MCFOK we
thank all our veterans for their service.

The Masonic Charity Foundation of Oklahoma
recently awarded the Oklahoma 4-H Foundation a
charitable gift of $100,000. The purpose of these
monies is to establish the Masonic Charity Foundation
of Oklahoma Endowment Fund. This endowment will
support the Oklahoma 4-H Youth Development
Program’s Science, Technology, Engineering and
Mathematics (STEM) Program and the annual
Oklahoma 4-H Roundup. The Masonic Charity
Foundation donation ranks as the fourth largest
outright cash charitable gift since the founding of the
Oklahoma 4-H Foundation in 1961. “A gift of this
magnitude is transformational as we continue to find
new ways to address needs and deploy precious
resources to ensure the youth of the Oklahoma 4-H
program are given every opportunity to succeed,” said
Jered Davidson, president of the Oklahoma 4-H
Foundation Board of Directors. 4-H not only is helping
youth learn the life skills they need to be the leaders of
tomorrow, but it also is teaching its members they can
lead today and can make tangible, significant changes
in their clubs, their communities, their state and their
world. Milford H. Jenkins, executive director for the
Oklahoma 4-H Foundation, said this generous gift
made by the Masonic Charity Foundation enhances
the lives of 4-H youth.

Oklahoma 4-H Foundation



RECENT PRESENTATIONS

Payne Education Center has developed new
programming for both parents and teachers
through funding provided by the Masonic
Charity Foundation. PEC was a concept brought
to life by parents seeking assistance for their
children with dyslexia but has grown into
something more. Through a partnership with the
education department at Shriner’s Hospital in
Dallas, Payne Education Center was born. Now
with a branch in Oklahoma, they seek to serve
teachers and students achieve literacy. In the
past, Foundation funds have been used to
provide scholarships for educators to participate
in the specialized training provided at PEC. This
year, due to Covid-19, the needs of their clientele
have changed. In October 2020, Payne
Education Center launched their first ever virtual
training resources for both parents and teachers.
Now that more students are at home, both
groups face enormous challenges in addressing
virtual learning, especially reading. Paired with
the virtual learning platform, participants are
provided tangible learning tools for children to
physically touch and follow along. One in five
students in the state of Oklahoma have dyslexia
and with tools such as these, they will be able to
continue their learning process.

Payne Education Center - 
New Programming

The Masonic Charity Foundation recently gifted
the VA Health Sciences Center, in downtown
Oklahoma City, $10,000 to purchase a new golf
cart shuttle and to rehab the three shuttles that
were given in 2012. We support our veterans and
are honored to provide these services to them.
$20000 was gifted to the Oklahoma City VA
Health Care System to purchase a six-person golf
cart and rehabilitate the previously donated three.
Transportation of veterans and their families
around the medical campus has become
increasingly important due to Covid-19. Since 2012,
MCFOK has donated a total of four golf carts to
the VA. MCFOK has a long history of supporting
the needs of veterans and Oklahomans from all
walks of life. We are honored to provide these
much-needed vehicles to make getting around the
hospital easier.

VA Health Services Center



   

·    ·    ·    ·    ·    ·    ·    ·    ·    ·    ·    ·    ·    ·    ·    ·    ·    ·    ·    ·    ·    ·    ·    ·    ·    ·    ·        
CONGRATULATIONS to our Annual Photo Contest Winners:

 

Kim Clagg · Ed Zweiacher · Lex Rutter · Tyler Hayman · Tom Dafforn
 
 
 

Billie Wilson, administrator of the Masonic Home from December 7, 1981, until her retirement on January 1, 1995,
passed away on December 6, 2020. The Masonic Home Board of Control report presented in the 1982 Grand
Lodge Proceedings said in part, "We were fortunate in acquiring the services of Billie Wilson as our superintendent
of homes.  Billie is a very capable, dedicated person, loved by all of our residents, an efficient administrator,
registered nurse, and well qualified.  Our homes will be a much better and satisfactory place to reside." In October
1994, after receiving notice of Billie's intention to retire,  the Board commented that "she has done an excellent job
through her leadership skills, being a people person, and being a registered nurse." She will be missed.

Theda Wise lives with her husband, Bill, in
Yukon, OK. She is the representative for the
Order of the Eastern Star and is a member of
Siloam Chapter #463, OES.

Gene McKelvey lives with his wife, Bonnie, in
Warr Acres. He is employed by the India
Shriners and is a member of Amity Lodge #453,
India #551, Siloam Lodge #276, and the
Oklahoma Lodge of Research.

Don H. Stanton lives with his wife, Penny, in
Broken Arrow, OK. He is employed by Tulco
Oils, Inc. He is a member of Broken Arrow
Lodge #243 and Vitruvian Lodge #557.
           ·    ·    ·    ·    ·    ·    ·    ·    ·
It is with our deepest thanks that we bid farewell
to three outgoing board members for their years
of commitment and service.

Elwood M. "Ike" Isaacs has resigned his position
with the MCFOK board. He served 16 years as
the Grand Lodge representative, 11 years as the
representative for the Grand Commandary, and
served as board president from 2016-2018.

Joann Sheppard, Past Worthy Grand Matron,
and representative of the Grand Chapter Order
of the Eastern Star, served for 12 years with the
board. 

David Allen, Past Grand Secretary, has served
for 10 years on the board.

Randy Rogers, Past Grand Master, has served for
10 years on the board. 

FOR YOUR INFORMATION

Don't want to read the newsletter?
Follow us on social media!

www.facebook.com/MasonicCharityOK
www.twitter.com/MCFOK
www.linkedin.com/company/MCFOK

NEW BOARD MEMBERS AND 

FOND FAREWELLS

Brethren, we have a new way to send emails. It
makes keeping in contact easier so be on the
lookout for emails coming from the
information@mcfok.org email. Our new email
host is called ⭐  MAIL CHIMP ⭐  and is a secure
way for us to keep in contact with our
members! Make sure to mark the
information@mcfok.org as a safe and recognized
email so that you can stay up today on all our of
programming, fundraising, and community efforts.
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HOW YOU CAN SUPPORT MCFOK

We are inspired by our grantees’ steadfast
commitment to serving vulnerable communities
and appreciate all the ongoing efforts to
strengthen families, educate children and provide
critical services to Oklahomans. We thank our
supporters for their generous donations. Please
remember MCFOK in your charitable giving and
help us continue our mission to improve the lives
of Oklahomans through hard work and good
deeds.


